
December 6th -  

Radio Amateurs of Corry meeting 
Corry Memorial Hospital 
 7:00 pm: Program -  Interference 
7:30 pm: General Membership meeting  
                            

January 7th - Holiday Party   
 6 pm: Dutch Village Restaurant - 
Clymer, NY    
Order off the menu.  Please contact 
John N3NKV if you plan to attend.  
 

February 7th - Radio Amateurs of Corry meeting 
                             Corry Memorial Hospital 
                            7:00 pm: Program - To Be Announced 
                            7:30 pm: General Membership meeting 
 

March 7th - Radio Amateurs of Corry meeting 
                             Corry Memorial Hospital 
                            7:00 pm:  Program - To Be Announced 
                            7:30 pm: General Membership meeting 
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Effective December 1, 2016  

All Radio Amateurs of Corry club  
meetings  will be held at the Corry  
Memorial Hospital meeting room 
which is located in the southwest  
corner of the hospital complex.  



2016: A Year to Remember for the  
Radio Amateurs of Corry 

 

I made it through my through my first year as presi-
dent.  I am very thankful I did not have to go 
through any congressional hearings or pardoning of 
the thanksgiving turkey.  Hi Hi!  

I am very proud of what our club has accomplished 
over the past year.  This year we were able to try 
some new things, make adaptations to regular 
events, and bring back some programs that we had not had in a few 
years.  

I am looking forward  to another successful 2017 for the Radio Amateurs 
of Corry.    

 

73 and Happy Holidays 

John  
N3NKV 
Radio Amateurs of Corry President 

 

From the President’s Desk 
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Club  
Contacts 
 
President:  
John Lis N3NKV  
Vice President:  
John Gage KB3QBA  
Treasurer:  
Jafa Armagost K3JAF  
Secretary:  
Jim Froncek KA3RDA  
Club Callsign  
Trustee:  
Ron Prindle N3BXL  
Webmaster:  
Kyle Sipple KB3MNO  
Newsletter &  
Web Content Editor:  
John Lis N3NKV  
 
Club Mailing  
Address:  
Radio Amateurs of 
Corry  
PO Box 362  
Corry, PA 16407  
 
Online at:  
http://www.w3yxe.org  
 
 
 

http://www. face- 
book.com/groups/
w3yxe/  

Local Nets  

Net Name    Frequency Day(s) Start Time  

Corry Sunday Evening net 147.090 (+) Sunday 8:30 pm 

Crawford County ARES/RACE Net 145.130 (-) Sunday 9:00 pm 

Erie County ARES/SKYWARN 146.610- Sunday 9:00 pm 
     146.820- Sunday 9:00 pm
     146.700- Sunday 9:00 pm 

Ft. Venango Mike & Key Club Net 147.12+   Monday  8:30 pm 
                                145.230-  Monday 8:30 pm 

Radio Amateurs of Corry  147.090  Thursday 8:00 pm 

Mailbag Net    146.700-  M-F  8:00 pm 

NW PA 2 Meter Traffic Net  145.13  Mon-Sat 9:00 pm 

Rag Chew Net    146.610/.820- Mon-Friday 9:00 pm 

Radio Amateurs of Corry  28.330 USB Tuesday 8:00 pm 



Night Before Christmas—Ham Radio Style  
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‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the town, 
The snowstorm was raging, the phone lines were down; 
The wind it did howl, the tree limbs did crack, 
I hope that St. Nick isn’t forced to turn back. 
The wife making cookies, the kids making noise, 
While away in the shack, by my rig I was poised. 
The finals were glowing, the mike gain was set, 
I was chasing DX to see what I could get. 
The bands were all empty, the frequencies clear, 
Except one lone station that sounded quite near. 
He was calling CQ and my interest did pique, 
When he ended transmission with the words, 
“Old St. Nick”. 
I answered back quickly, I used great dispatch, 
If this were St. Nicholas, good God, what a catch! 
We exchanged information, it was really quite graphic, 
Then he came back and said, 
“I’ve emergency traffic!” 
His reindeer were tired, his elves in a grump, 
If he didn’t land soon, then his sleigh he would dump. 
I thought very carefully, I thought very hard, 
Then I gave him directions to my snow covered yard. 
As he flew past my window, his hair like a mane, 
He reined in his chargers and called them by name: 
“Whoa, Anode! Whoa, Cathode! Whoa, Zener! Whoa, Diode! 
Stop, Heater! Stop, Grid leak! Stop, Bias! Stop, Triode! 
You’re flying too low! you’re flying too fast! 
Look out, you dumb reindeer, his antenna mast!” 
So into the backyard the reindeer did drop, 
St. Nick, the elves, and the sleigh went kerplop! 
Then at the back door, I heard this loud knocking, 
“Open up in there, or I won’t fill your stocking!” 
As I turned off the light and was leaving the shack, 
Into the house Saint Nicholas came from the back-- 
His two-meter rig held to his hip with a strap, 
“Hams do it in the shack” on the front of his cap. 
The sack that he carried made his aged brow furrow, 
And he handed me a card that read, 
“QSL Via Bureau”. 
His clothes were all sooty, from his shoes to his vest; 
I felt like a novice taking his test. 
His fingers were calloused and from what I could tell, 
This came from a straight key that I’ll bet he used well. 
I offered him coffee, I offered him smokes, 
I tried easing the tension by telling ham jokes. 
Then he nodded his head and raised up his thumb, 
He smiled like an Elmer, did I ever feel dumb. 
He grabbed up his sack and went straight for the tree, 
And placed in it a large present for me. 

Then he nodded his head and raised up his thumb, 
He smiled like an Elmer, did I ever feel dumb. 
He grabbed up his sack and went straight for the tree, 
And placed in it a large present for me. 
When he finished his work, he stood up, took a bow, 
Then out the back door to his team he did plow. 
But I heard him exclaim as he flew o’er the land, 
“Beware the FCC, friend, we were both out of band!” 
 
Merry Christmas from my house to yours! 

The Corry Connection  



Hamvention 2017 Update 
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With just 6 months to go 
until Hamvention® debuts 
at its new Greene County 
Fairgrounds and Event Cen-
ter venue in Xenia, Ohio, 
May 19-21, General Chair 
Ron Cramer, KD8ENJ, and 
Dayton Amateur Radio As-
sociation (DARA) Board 
Member Mike Kalter, 
W8CI, assure that all is pro-
gressing smoothly. Cramer 
and Kalter made another 
appearance this week 
(November 16) on Amateur 
Radio Roundtable, hosted 
by Tom Medlin, W5KUB, to update progress on prepara-
tions for the all-new Hamvention. Cramer and Kalter said 
they continue to be bombarded with questions, concerns, 
and rumors regarding how the event will be staged. 

 

“You have to remember, we’re starting from the ground 
up,” Cramer said. “So it’s taken a while to get things go-
ing.” He asked for patience from prospective visitors, but 
he and Kalter told Medlin that the vast all-volunteer team 
has everything well in hand and that plans are coming to-
gether. Both maintained that those attending Hamvention 
2017 “will be very impressed.”  Cramer predicted parking 
would not be an issue, and that there would be plenty of 
room for the anticipated number of vehicles, with overflow 
parking available and transportation to the buildings hous-
ing the vendors and events from the parking areas, as 
needed. Traffic and transportation logistics are being ad-
dressed, Cramer said, and Hamvention is working with four 
police departments as well as a professional traffic planner 
to ensure that all goes smoothly. 

 

Cramer said Hamvention 2017 tickets will become avail-
able starting in December — a bit earlier than in past years. 
The cost of admission will rise by $2 from the 2016 price 
of $20 for advanced tickets and $25 for those purchased at 
the gate. But, he pointed out, there will be no parking 

charges on site. The Hamvention website is yet to be up-
dated to reflect the 2017 event, but Cramer and Kalter said 
that both indoor and outdoor layout maps will be made 
available online in advance of the show, and these will be 
included in the Hamvention program as well. Kalter said he 
and Cramer continue to hear concerns about the outdoor 
flea market, which will be sited within the racing oval. Kal-
ter said some prospective attendees worry that the grassy 
area will become muddy if it rains. “That is not true,” he 
assured viewers of the program. “They have a very nice 
drainage system there.” He said parking areas also are 
equipped with adequate drainage. 

 

Hamvention also expects to provide Internet connectivity 
throughout the new venue, which encompasses more than 
100 acres. Hamvention sponsor DARA has a 3-year com-
mitment at the new venue, which has served primarily as 
home to agricultural fairs and events in the past. Hamven-
tion announced in August that it would be relocating to Xe-
nia, following the closure of Hara Arena, where the show 
took place for more than 50 years. 

 

The Amateur Radio Roundtable show included a DX Engi-
neering-produced video shot from a drone operated by 
Greg Ordy, W8WWV, and narrated by DX Engineering’s 
Tim Duffy, K3LR. 



Hara Arena Auction 
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It’s time to get your piece of an Amateur Radio landmark — Hara Arena! Starting on Thanks-
giving Day, November 24, and continuing until November 30, online auctioneer Everything 
But the House will be taking bids on a variety of items from the former home of Dayton Ham-
vention®, which took place in the Trotwood, Ohio, facility for more than 50 years. Hara’s own-
ers, the Wampler family, had attempted for years to put Hara on a profitable plane but were un-
successful. 

“We were overwhelmed by the number, and variety, of requests we received from people hoping to get a Hara keep-
sake,” Hara Marketing Director Karen Wampler said in a Dayton 
Daily News article. “We were approached by brides who wanted 
a chandelier from their reception hall, concert goers who wanted 
a picture or backstage pass from their favorite show, [and] life-
long hockey fans who wanted a Hara seat or banner.” 

Hara held an “Odds and Ends Sale” in mid-October to shed what 
it called “an odd and eclectic assortment that includes glassware, 
seasonal decorations, candles, vases, tables, chairs, lockers, food 
service displays, office supplies, pretzel warmers, hot chocolate 
machines, sporting, refrigeration and catering equipment, and 
much more.” In late August, Hara offered all comers a chance to 
visit the landmark facility one last time. 

The arena announced its closing in late July. 

Hamvention, which has relocated to the Greene County  

Fairgrounds in Xenia, has attracted more than 25,000 visitors 
each  
spring and was worth millions of dollars in terms of  
annual economic impact for the Greater Dayton area. 

All items start at a $1 bid. According to the Dayton Daily News, the 
auction will include “a limited number of Hara Arena and Cincinnati’s  
Crosley Field seats, Hara signage, photos, posters, sports and event  
memorabilia, sports equipment, chandeliers, catering items, tables and chairs.” 

An estate sale for Ralph and Edna Wampler will run concurrently  
on the same auction website. 

The Wampler family has owned and operated Hara Arena since its  
humble origins in the 1950s, when Wampler Ballarena — then a  
dance hall and now an exhibit hall familiar to Hamvention visitors  
— was built in what had been a family-owned orchard. Over its 6-decade  
history, Hara Arena hosted concerts by performers that included 
the Rolling Stones and the Grateful Dead; it also was where hockey 
great Wayne Gretzky played his first professional hockey game. 

 

Do I hear $2  for an official HARA charcoal grill  
including the burgers?  

Do I hear a dollar for a Hara  
flea market  
pothole?  

The Corry Connection  
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From the Treasurer’s Desk  

It has been a good year for the Radio Amateurs of Corry.  Over the past 21 years, the VFW has 
helped the Radio Amateurs of Corry by sponsoring the breakfast buffet fundraiser. We recently 
found out this fall the VFW is planning to not have any breakfast buffets in the spring due to renova-
tions.  We hope to have breakfast buffets again in Fall 2017.  I wanted to let everyone know that 
dues are now due for 2017.  Many people ask what does dues money go toward. Your dues money 
goes towards club insurance, field day and club picnic expenses, and other basic operating ex-
penses.  The Radio Amateurs of Corry has not had a dues increase in over 10 years.   Please help 
us to continue with more success in 2017 by renewing your membership in the Radio Amateurs of 
Corry.  Dues can be mailed to:  

Radio Amateurs of Corry 
PO Box 362 
Corry, PA 16407 

Another option for paying dues is via Paypal on the club website at www.w3yxe.org.  

Also, if possible please complete the 2017 Membership Form on page 7. We are updating our 
membership database so that we can have current contact information.  
 
Thanks, 
Jafa Armagost, 

2017 Radio Amateurs of Corry Officers  

President:  
John Lis N3NKV— E-Mail: jjlis165@gmail.com — Phone: 814-823-6482 
 
Vice President:  
Jafa Armagost K3JAF- E-Mail: jarmagost@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  
Carlos Shambaugh KC3CXO— E-mail: cshambaugh@tbscc.com  
 
Secretary:  
Jim Froncek KA3RDA—  E-mail: jim.ka3rda@yahoo.com  
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Radio Amateurs of Corry 2017 Membership Form  

Name *____________________________________________________ Callsign_______________________ 
 

License Class * Technician      General      Advanced      Extra  

 
Address * ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # (Home) *______________________________ Print in Online Directory       Yes      No  

Phone # (Cell)_________________________________  Print in Online Directory       Yes      No  

Email Address ____________________________________________________________________________  

Print E-mail address in Online Directory    Yes      No  

Best way to Contact Electronically  Email  Facebook Messaging  Text Messaging  

ARRL Member  Yes     No            ARRL Certified Instructor     Yes       No  

VE Certified   ARRL   W5YI    Laurel  

Current Club Affiliations____________________________________________________________________  

Interests in Ham Radio ____________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation * ______________________________________Birth Date ____________________________  

 



Jamboree
on the Air
USA 2016

The number of amateur radio operators was up 14% to
1,120 but the number of radios reported in use dropped

25% to 631. Total contacts remained flat at 8,254.
Station registrations dropped 15% to 295. Although

Jamboree on the Internet registrations jumped to 505
from 100 the previous year. Total Scout Councils

participating improved by 24% to 151.

PARTICIPATION vs 2015

10,761
+51%

6,668
+30%

267
+28%

TOTAL SCOUTS
For those reporting Cub Scouts vs.
Boy Scouts =  52% Cub Scouts +

48% Boy Scouts

TOTAL VISITORS

TOTAL STATIONS
The record is 271 in 2013

Combined total Scouts and Visitors
is at 17,429. The record is 18,537

in 2012.



ScoutLink and Skype use was reported by roughly 40 JOTA
stations. Several stations were limited by no Internet access.

Many also reported using Echolink, DMR, and D-Star and
requested more JOTA dedicated nodes and reflectors.

HIGHLIGHTS

GB2GP

Many reported aligning STEM events in their council with JOTA-
JOTI Weekend. This included a council-wide STEM-o-ree.

Many stations
worked or heard
this station at
Gilwell Park

V55JOTA

A few worked
this station in

Namibia in
Africa

ARDF-Foxhunting

This was a
popular activity
for many JOTA

events

K2BSA/0 had a contact with the International Space Station
during Jamboree on the Air.

Several reported licensed Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts helped
with their events and served as a model for other Scouts.

QUOTES

AI4BJ

The youngest scout in
the troop made the best

DX contact, S51DX.
When we told him where

Slovenia was, he
couldn't quite believe it!

His father sent me an
email later that evening

that read, in part, "As
soon as we got in the

car to leave the shelter
Daniel told me he
wanted to get his

license. I'm interested
too, and I think Daniel

talked my wife into it as
well. Looks like we will

N6CXR

It was fun to talk with a
Senior Scout in Indonesia
and find out they have to
be careful of Komodo
dragons when they camp
out.

KE5WMA

Setting up at a Scout
event gave us better
results than previous
years



be studying soon."
W5PAA

The scouts were amazed
when we utilized Winlink

to send an email using
HF radio to the

smartphone of a scout.

W2KGY

All fifty Boy Scouts
received their Radio

Merit Badge with the
assistance of two merit

badge counselors and
four West Point Cadets
from the United States

Military Academy.

We've found that by
stretching our reach to
three events each year –
one around JOTA in
October, another in June
during Field Day, and
one during the annual
Camporee, usually in
April – the overall result
has been a lot more
exposure of amateur
radio to the scouting
community at large.

KK6FUT

PHOTOS

K6A

W3PL K9RSR

N4USA



K2S

SUGGESTIONS FOR 2017

KE4YVF

We need slick pre-event
handouts to stimulate

interest at district,
council, and unit

meetings!  

K5AUW

PLEASE make the
registration procedure as
easy as it was in past
years.

K2S

I know the date can't
 be changed but maybe

 K2BSA can get the QSO
parties  to pick a

different  date. That
would be a tremendous
 help in getting kids on

the air and in QSO.

WC8VOA

We made 42
contacts, and when I
asked each one if
they had a JOTA
ID(JID) they all said
no, a lot of them
didn't register.  We
had printed the
JamPuz sheets for the
Scouts to play along
but we couldn't do it.
  I'm not sure if it's
worth it to have the
JamPuz, maybe look
at another game type
to keep kids
interested.

WB6IVS

For HF it would be
helpful to have email

address or some kind of
contact info in order to

make some pre jota
contacts.

It would be nice if you
KB3BSA



had a site to go to where
we could say "hey, I am
on 40 meters at 7.235"
 to make it a little easier
for stations with boys to
find other stations with
boys to talk to each
other.

Establish regional nets
on one or more HF
bands to facilitate

connections between
stations that have
Scouts on hand to

communicate.

W5E

N4SJJ

Encourage operators to
move up or down from

standard scout
frequencies.

KB0BSA

We need to better
publicize the event,
beginning at least 3
months out, to
spread the word and
get Scout units to
plan JOTA into their
activities calendar.

Radio Merit Badges earned in 2015

ANNUAL NUMBERS UPDATE

6,709

Amateur Radio Operator Rating Strips
sold in the past 12 months1,825

304 Morse Code Interpreter Strips sold in the
past 12 months

Contact: Jim Wilson, K5ND, at jim.wilson@k2bsa.net

www.k2bsa.net

www.scouting.org/jota

www.world-jotajoti.info

http://www.k2bsa.net
http://www.scouting.org/jota
http://www.jotajoti.info
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