
Sunday April 3rd—Breakfast Buffet Fundraiser @ VFW  

8 am to 11 am 

 

Tuesday April 5th General Membership Meeting @ Red Cross 

Program Topic: Ham Radio at the State Fair.  
Program starts at 7.  General Meeting Starts at 7:30.  

 

Tuesday May 3rd General Membership Meeting @ Red Cross 

Program Topic:  How to Use Radio Mobile Software 

Program starts at 7.  General Meeting Starts at 7:30.  

 

Sunday  May 29th— Breakfast Buffet Fundraiser @ VFW 

8 am to 11 am  

 

Tuesday June 7th General Membership Meeting @  

Sparta Sportsmen’s Club (See PG 3 for map)  

Program Topic: Field Day Planning  

Meeting will starting at 7:00 PM 
 

Friday June 24th – VE Exams  

More Information on Page 6 

 

Saturday June 25 and  Sunday June 26th — Amateur Radio Field Day  

and Club Picnic . More Information on Page 3 

 

July 5th Program Topic: Outdoor Meeting at Mead Park  

(depends on weather).  If raining, meeting will be held at Red Cross. 

Please monitor 147.090 repeater and RAC Facebook page.  

Meeting will starting at 7:00 PM 

 

Early September– Radio Amateurs of Corry display table at the Spartan-
burg Fair  
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While I sit back and write this article, I can’t believe how fast 
the first three months of 2016 have gone.  I am already starting to plan out an-
tenna projects that need to be done over the summer. For those who have not 
been to an RAC club meeting lately, we have been discussing a lot of 
different things lately.  One of those was how to improve promoting amateur 
radio to members of our local community.  For many years, the club setup a 
demonstration table at the Fly-In Breakfast.  This year the membership has de-
cided to setup a display table at the Spartanburg Fair.  This may provide us 
with some great leads for classes in the fall or early winter.   Over the next few 
months, we will  be forming a  “plan of attack”  for this new club activity.  This is 
going to be something new for the RAC which may become an annual event.  I 
feel it can help our hobby to grow .  

 
On April 19th, the 147.090 Yaesu System Fusion repeater will mark it’s 
1 year anniversary of being on the air.  So far there have not been any 
problems with the repeater.  I have been impressed with the receiver’s capa-
bilities.   Now it’s time to open the lid up and break that magic seal because the 
1 year warranty is now up.  Over the next few meetings we will be discussing 
what we want to do in regards to adding a controller to the repeater. 
 
Hamfest season is finally here!  Hurray!   Unfortunately I won’t be able to make 
it to Dayton.  I  am looking forward to hear about the renovations that were 
made to HARA.Arena. I bet a lot of Red Green’s Handyman’s Best Friend was 
used over the years to keep things running.  Breezeshooters should be inter-
esting as well.  They are moving to a new venue over at the Big Butler Fair on 
RT 322.  
 
In closing, I have a tentative schedule of club meetings with programs 
through August.  If you would like  to put on a program let me 
know.   If it is on a memory stick or CD, I probably have the software 
to read it. 
 
 
 
     73, 
 
     John Lis, N3NKV 
     Radio Amateurs of Corry President 

From the President’s Desk  
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Club Contacts 

President:  

John Lis N3NKV  

 

Vice President:  

John Gage KB3QBA  

 

Treasurer:  

Jafa Armagost K3JAF  

 

Secretary:  

Jim Froncek KA3RDA  

 

Club Callsign Trustee:  

Ron Prindle N3BXL  

 

Webmaster:  

Kyle Sipple KB3MNO  

 

Newsletter &  

Web Content Editor:  

John Lis N3NKV  

 

Club Mailing Address:  

Radio Amateurs of Corry  

PO Box 362  

Corry, PA 16407  

 

Online at: 

http://www.w3yxe.org  

 

 

http://www. face-

book.com/groups/w3yxe/  



Amateur Radio Field Day 2016  
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This year the Radio Amateurs of Corry will be moving field day opera-

tions to a new location.  For 2016, amateur radio field day will be held 

at the Sparta Sportsmen’s Club.  The RAC would like to thank Carlos 

Shambaugh KC3CXO for taking care of the arrangements.   The 

Sparta Sportsmen’s Club is located  at 22040 Sportsman Rd. just 

south of Spartansburg.   We will be having our June meeting at the 

site to discuss Field Day preparations.  On Field Day, activities will 

consist of a picnic at noon and everyone is asked to bring a dish to 

share. The club will provide the hot dogs and burgers.   In case of in-

clement weather, we will be able to  move the events into the club-

house.  So think summer and think field day with the RAC!  



Field Day Site Pictures  
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The Funny Page  
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You're a ham if you check a 

potential new car for rig and 

antenna mounting possibilities 

even before you take it for a 

test drive. 

 

You're a ham if, whenever you 

visit ANYONE'S house, you 

look at the height and spacing 

of trees for dipole stringing po-

tential. 

 

You're a ham if, when some-

one asks you to spell your last 

name, you do it with phonet-

ics. (Sierra Charlie Hotel Echo 

India November Bravo....) 

 

You're a ham if, when you are 

watching a movie that shows 

someone operating a radio, 

you will loudly and indignantly 

proclaim the inaccuracies in 

the portrayal.  



RFinder Now Includes Coverage Maps  
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In February, ARRL announced it had established an agreement with RFinder, the creator of a web and app-
based directory of Amateur Radio repeaters worldwide, to be its preferred online resource of repeater fre-
quencies. RFinder has now announced that through a new strategic alliance with CloudRF.com, users will 
now have coverage maps for all repeaters on earth. “Our systems are busy rendering and indexing coverage 
maps based on ground path loss using the Longley-Rice irregular terrain model,” said Bob Greenberg, 
W2CYK, creator of RFinder — The Worldwide Repeater Directory. “We have worked with Alex Farrant, 
M6ZUJ, creator of CloudRF.com, to render coverage maps for nearly the entire collection of repeaters in 
RFinder's database.” 

 
"CloudRF is honoured to have been chosen to support the world's pre-
mier repeater database with coverage maps. We look forward to work-
ing with RFinder to improve RF coverage maps for the world. RFinder is 
by far the largest collection of transmitters we have seen and we are 
excited to be part of this ground breaking project." says Farrant. "Bob 
contacted me in late February about our API. Several days later he had 
his own client script and had rendered most of his substantial database 
of repeaters at 100 mile radius each using CloudRF's powerful servers. 
Bob was able to efficiently outsource the substantial horse power and 
reference data required for this mammoth task and download each site 
afterwards as a KMZ overlay for Google earth and host them himself. Best of all, most of the hard work was 
done whilst we were sleeping!" The resulting KMZ files are viewable in Google Earth on Windows and Mac 
(through web.rfinder.net and routes.rfinder.net), on Android and iOS versions of RFinder. The Windows and 
Mac versions allow multiple coverage maps viewable simultaneously, a great aid to repeater coordinators 
worldwide. 

 
As part of this project, RFinder will be providing complimentary access to repeater coordinators worldwide. As 
coordinators update repeaters with HAAT, Power and Gain and updated Lat/Lon, maps will be automatically 
re-rendered within a few minutes and made available to all subscribed users. The procedure to sign up for the 
repeater coordinator program will be announced later this month (March 2016). This new capability will make 
repeater coordinators more efficient, as they will easily be able to see repeater coverage maps side by side 
for both coordinated and uncoordinated machines. This information is critical as simplex nodes for internet 
linking, crossband repeaters and homebrew repeaters crop up worldwide using various new out of the box 
and homebrew technologies.  
 
For a limited time, users of the trial version of RFinder on Android will have access to coverage maps. After 
that only subscribers will have access. An annual $9.99 subscription to RFinder provides access to repeater 
data, worldwide, through its collection of apps for Android and Apple devices, and from nearly any web 
browser. A single subscription provides access through web.rfinder.net, routes.rfinder.net, Android, iOS, RT 
Systems and CHIRP, as well as POI files for popular GPS systems. 

 
Subscribe to RFinder by visiting http://subscribe.rfinder.net from your iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, or from 
your Android smartphone or tablet. Those without an Apple or Android device can subscribe using the link at 
the bottom ofhttp://subscribe.rfinder.net/. RFinder will have an exhibit in the ARRL EXPO at the upcoming 
Dayton Hamvention®, May 20-22, 2016 in Dayton, Ohio. 



The Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program is celebrating a milestone — its 
1000th school radio contact. The first ARISS contact with students on Earth took place a little more than 15 
years ago. On March 10, Astronaut Tim Kopra, KE5UDN, on the International Space Station (ISS) did the 
honors for number 1000 — a contact with students gathered at the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, 
organized by the North Dakota Space Grant Consortium (NDSGC). The ARISS contact was the first to be 
hosted in North Dakota. Some 500 students and visitors were on hand for the big event. ARISS International 
Chair Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, congratulated the ARISS team on what he called “this phenomenal accomplish-
ment.” 

“With the outstanding support of NASA and the international space agencies participating in ISS, the ISS on-
orbit crew members encompassing all 48 expeditions and the hundreds of ARISS volunteers world-wide, the 
ARISS team has reached a tremendous milestone: 1000 ARISS contacts between schools on the ground and 
the ISS crews on orbit,” he said. “Since our first contact in December 2000 to today’s contact in North Dakota, 
hundreds of thousands of students have participated in hands-on STEM learning that ARISS affords and 
many millions from the general public have witnessed human spaceflight in action through an ARISS contact.” 

During the 10-minute ARISS contact Kopra answered 20 questions posed by youngsters and young people 
ranging from kindergarten to graduate school. A member of the winning 10th grade team from the Space 
Grant’s high-altitude balloon competition last fall was awarded one of the slots to interview Kopra.Veteran as-
tronaut Mike Fincke, KE5AIT, marveled at the number of contacts completed to date. “A thousand contacts. 
Who would have ever thought?” he said in a NASA video marking the milestone. “That means a thousand 
times we’ve had a chance to reach down to Planet Earth to make contact and to inspire the next generation of 
explorers. So, I congratulate the ARISS program, I congratulate Amateur Radio all over this beautiful planet 
for supporting these contacts  — a thousand of ‘em!” 

The NDSGC team, which included college student volunteers, made multiple visits to pupils in the 2nd 
through 5th grades at Emerado Elementary School in Emerado, North Dakota; Highland Elementary School 
in Crookston, Minnesota; Century Elementary School in Grafton, North Dakota; and Century Elementary and 
Discovery Elementary schools, both in Grand Forks. The university teams led the young students in hands-on 
activities and learning about aerospace, priming them for the interview with Kopra. The students, many from 
smaller rural communities, built and launched rockets, crafted and tested parachutes similar to those on 
NASA’s Orion capsule, and designed and tested neutral buoyant objects.One of the students wanted to know 
what advice Kopra would give to students hoping to work for NASA. “Study very hard and work hard in 
school, because if you do well in school you'll learn a lot and it's like money in the bank for you and your fu-
ture career,” Kopra responded. 

Astronaut Tim Peake, KG5BVI — one of Kopra’s crew mates on the ISS — said in another NASA 
video marking the 1000-contact milestone that talking to schools via Amateur Radio was “one of the most 
rewarding activities” Peake described the onboard Amateur Radio setup and explained how he carries out a 
scheduled contact with a school. Peake, who is from the UK, uses the call sign GB1SS from the ISS.The 
NASA ISS Program Office has produced an overview video to celebrate the achievement of ARISS contact 
number 1000. 

ARISS telebridge station W6SRJ operators Tim Bosma, W6MU, and Don Dalby, KE6UAY, in Santa Rosa, 

California, supported the North Dakota ham radio linkup as the ISS passed over the West Coast, relaying au-

dio to the students in North Dakota. AMSAT ARISS Mentor Charlie Sufana, AJ9N — who was the lead opera-

tor for the first ARISS school contact — guided the UND Student Amateur Radio Association and the FORX 

Amateur Radio Club through all aspects of the ARISS contact, which received local news media coverage.  

ARISS Makes Milestone!  
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Amateur radio exams are given by the RAC Laurel VEC Team free of charge 

before each of the Union City Wireless Association meetings during the school 

year.  If you would like to take you exam or take an upgrade exam, please e-

mail Joe Lis N3MLX at n3mlx@roadrunner.com at least 48 hours prior to the  

UCWA meeting so that enough VEs are available.   

The Union City Wireless Association meets the 2nd Thursday of the month at 

the Union City Elementary School during the school year. During the summer, 

they meet at Caflisch Park.   

A special VE exam will be held on Friday June 24th at the Corry Red Cross at 

6:30 p.m.  Pre-registration is required via e-mail to Joe Lis N3MLX at 

N3MLX@roadrunner.com at least 48 hours prior to the  test session so that 

enough VEs are available.   

Also, the current Extra Class question pool will be expiring on June  30th.  

If you have not taken your Extra Class license upgrade under the old 

question pool, now maybe a good time to upgrade and enjoy all the bene-

fits of the Extra Class portion of the band.  

Sunday April 9th — Cuyahoga Falls ARC's 62nd Annual Hamfest 

Location: Emidio & Sons Party Center 48 East Bath Road  

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221  

Website: http://www.cfarc.org/hamfest.php 

Sunday April 24th — Two-Rivers Hamfest — Boston, PA 
Sponsor: Two Rivers ARC of McKeesport, PA 
Website: http://www.trarc.net 
 
Sunday May 1st — Ripley, NY Hamfest 
Ripley, NY Fire Hall RT 76 - Doors Open around 8 am 
For Information Contact Fred N2LXD @ 
1n2lxd@gmail.com  

May 20th-22nd — Dayton Hamvention  
Dayton, OH 
Website: http://www.hamvention.org 
 
Saturday May 28th —89th Rochester Hamfest 2016 : 200 
West Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY at Eastman Business 
Park (a.k.a. Kodak Theater-on-the-Ridge). Barnard Fire-
man's Field is NOT hosting this years' event. Check out 
the website at http://www.RochesterHamfest.org/  

Sunday June  June 5th — 62nd Breezeshooters Hamfest 

— New Location!!!  

Upcoming Hamfests 
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VE Team News  



First, I would like to thank everyone who has paid their 2016 dues. Please check the membership list 
below to see all of the paid 2016 members.  
 
If you have sent in your dues and your name is not on the list below, please contact me so I can cor-
rect my error.  

The paper membership application can be found on page 8 or this newsletter.  

If you have not received a membership card for 2016, please contact our secretary Jim Froncek 
KA3RDA via email at jim.ka3rda@yahoo.com or via phone at 899-1595 to make arrangements to 
receive your membership card. 

73, 

Jafa Armagost 
Jarmagost@gmail.com 
814-823-7359 

 

From the Treasurer’s Desk  
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AA2AD Peter Albright 

AB3XZ Chuck Kanarr 

K3JAF Jafa Armagost 

KB3INI Doug Foster 

KB3QBA John Gage 

KB3RDA Jim Froncek 

KB3UIP Sue Marren 

KB3UNV Arden Brown 

KB3VZ Pat Cooney 

KC2KAZ David Albright 

KC3CXO Carlos Shambaugh 

KC3DEO Jimmy Froncek 

KD3HAL Hal (Harold) Cole 

KE3PD Frank Cutshaw 

KG2CU Ken Vossler 

N3KZI  Laurie Albright 

N3LXG Ralph MIller 

N3MLX Joe Lis 

N3NKV John Lis 

N3RSN Dana Scouten 

N3WPL Stanley Maines 

W3AGF  Justin Royek 

W3GHO Jerry (Gerald) Owens 

WA1YJZ Richard Durning 

WA3HRH Doug Sipple 

WW3O Peter Carr 

 

Names and Callsigns in Bold are 

Life Members  
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2016 Radio Amateurs of Corry Membership Form  

Annual dues assessment is $10 per annum and $5 for each additional family member residing at 
same address. Dues must accompany membership application. Dues are payable annually prior to 
January 1st. Dues can be paid online via the club website or sent to:  
Radio Amateurs of Corry 
PO Box 362 
Corry, PA 16407. 
* Required  

Date*__________________________________________ 

Name*_____________________________________________________Nickame______________ 
 
Call Sign*___________________________License Class * Technician   General   Advanced   Extra  
 
Address*________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone* __________________________Cell Phone*________________________________ 

Email Address ____________________________________________ _______________________ 
 
ARRL Member*: No   Yes  ARRL Certified Instructor No Yes   

VE Certified:  ARRL  W5YI  Laurel  

Current Club Affiliations____________________________________________________________ I 

Interests in Ham Radio  
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Occupation ____________________________Birthdate___________________________________  

 
 
Date Membership Card Sent______________________  


