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The Oil Creek 100 is an 
overland foot race sponsored 
by Oil Creek 100 Trail Runs. 
The race takes place the 
first weekend of October at 
Oil Creek State Park located 
south of Titusville, PA.   In 
1859, Edwin L. Drake drilled 
the world’s first oil well two 
miles south of Titusville. 
Many remnants of the once 
booming oil industry still dot 
the “Valley That Changed The 
World”. The Oil Creek 100 
race consists of 3 different 
races going on at the same 
time. All 3 races use a course 
consisting of the Gerard 
Hiking Trail and local second-
ary roads. The circular course 
runs between Titusville Middle 
School in downtown Titusville 
and Egbert Farm at Petroleum 
Center.

The race consists of a 50K 
run which starts at 7 a.m. 
Saturday morning; a 100K 
run which starts at 6 a.m. 
Saturday morning; and a 
100.6 mile run which starts at 
5 a.m. Saturday morning. The 
50K race ends at Midnight on 

Saturday. The 100K 
& 100 mile races 
end at 1:00 pm on 
Sunday.

There are four 
aide stations located 
along the course.  
They are located 
at Titusville Middle 
School, Egbert Farm 
at Petroleum Center, 
Wolfkiel Run and 
Miller Farm Road.  
The Wolfkiel Run and 
Miller Farm stations 
are located midway through 
the park. In addition, there 
are 5 unstaffed water-only aid 
stations. 

Amateur radio operators 
from Northwest Pennsylvania 
have been providing logistical 
communications for the event 
since 2008.  For the first two 
years of the event, Mark  
Shallenberger N3PBQ/SK 
coordinated communications.  
In later years, Bill Morrison 
KB3OXV along with the as-
sistance of Brian Wedekind 
N3KQE have coordinated 
communications for the event.   
    Due to the terrain of Oil  
Creek State Park, cellular  

 

phone service is non-existent. 
From 2008 through 2012,  2 
meter handheld coverage 
from the W3ZIC 147.120 
repeater was nonexistent for 
in the southern portion of the 
park.  During these years,  
a cross-band repeater was 
located at the southern end of 
the park to improve coverage 
at dead spots.  In late Sep-
tember 2013, improvements 
were made to improve hand-
held coverage within the park.  
The phased dipole antenna at 
the Pleasantville repeater site 
was repositioned to favor Oil 
Creek State Park. 
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Oil Creek 100 Continued

        About two weeks prior to the event, I spoke 
with Brian KB3OXV.  He provided me with a 
synopsis of the event. I had to be ready for any 
type of deployment into the field.  I made sure to 
bring a dual band handheld, multiple batteries, 
and a ¼ wave mag-mount antenna in case I was 
put out on a Kawasaki Mule. 
     Around 5 a.m. Saturday, I arrived at Titusville 
Middle School. Dense fog had swept into val-
ley overnight. Multiple tents were set up in the 
football field. Many of the runners spent the 
night outdoors just like many of the original oil 
pioneers did. These oil runners were a bit dif-
ferent than the pioneers.  They brought gadgets 
with them like Ipods and GPS for their visit to 
Oil Country.  I got to my post which was located 
near the rear exit of the school where each race 
would begin.  There I met a husband and wife 
team from Saxonburg, PA who had assisted 
with providing communications for the event 
since the 2008.   My role for the day was to be a 
ride-a-long with the EMTs on the Kawasaki Mule.  
Actually, during the hours I was at the event, the 
EMT’s were never called out from the northern 
aide station at the school.  All of the EMS calls 
came from the southern aide stations. For me, it 
was a quiet day. While I was at Titusville Middle 
School, the couple I was with told me about 
some of the incidents that have happened at the 
Oil Creek 100.  In the past 5 years, there have 
been a lot of improvements and changes made 
to the event.  This years big problem was a lack 
of manpower. This lack of manpower was due 
to the Tour De Forest ATV race in Marienville 
(which got cancelled due to the government 
shutdown) and the ARES Simulated Emergency 

Test being schedule for the same day . 
      Most of the communications during the event 
consisted of moving people and supplies from 
one from checkpoint to another. Also, information 
about dropouts was relayed via voice.  During 
the early years of the event, amateur radio 
operators relayed timing information from the 
four different checkpoints on the course.  During 
the first year, all information was passed via 
voice.  Over the next three years, NBEMS was 
used. By using NBEMS, a CSV file could be sent 
via two meters to an NBEMS station at Titusville 
Middle School using the repeater. Once the CSV 
file was received, the file could be converted 
over to HTML and posted to the internet.  For 
2013, amateur radio was not used to assist with 
posting timing information to the internet. This 
year, the data was collected every 3 hours for 
updates from the Egbert Farm site via car in 
addition to the data from Titusville Middle School. 
The data was uploaded to the internet about 
every 3 hours.  By using NBEMS, amateur radio 
can help in many ways.  It can allow for faster 
updates to the internet.  Second, it can eliminate 
multiple trips by car to retrieve data from a re-
mote location. 
    Overall, this was a very unique public service 
event to work. In 2012, KB3VJZ and I had and 
opportunity to see the event from the Oil Creek 
and Titusville Train.  It is quite different to work 
the event than to see it from the train. One of the 
most unique things I liked about this event was 
that it showed the general public how amateur 
radio really works and when other radio services 
and sources of communications do not in remote 
areas.  

2013 Race Times 

Distance  Time
100.6 Miles  18hr 55:15:20
   17:25:53 - course record (2010) 
   15/164 Completed the Course 

100K (62 Miles) 10hr 32:46:50
   51/90 Completed the Course

50k (31.1 Miles) 4 hr 29:18:40
   124/133 Completed the Course 
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Corry Airport Fly-in Breakfast Pictures

The Radio Amateurs of Corry had a display table at the 19th Annual Hubert S. Vaughn Memorial Fly-In Break-
fast which was held on July 28th at the Corry Lawrence Airport.  The proceeds from the breakfast benefit two 
scholarships for students who are interested in aviation related careers.  Hubert S. Vaughn was a Corry Indus-
trialist and former owner of Corry Manufacturing.  He was a pilot who had an interested in aircraft and flying. 
Vaughn encouraged young people to learn to fly aircraft.  A big thanks goes out to Hal KD3HAL and Pat KB3VZ 
for manning the table. 

Photos Courtesy of Jerry Owens W3GHO
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News Briefs

Radio Law: FCC Proposes New RF Exposure Standards that Will Eliminate 
Ham Radio Exemption 

If you own a China built hand-held and have questions 
that the manual does not answer, there’s now a new 
source of information.  Calling itself the Radio Documen-
tation Project, this website plans to provide high quality 
and in-depth open source documentation user manuals 
for mainland-China built handheld two-way radios. 

Its first completed work is a PDF file containing a well 
documented manual for the popular Baofeng UV-5R dual 
bander. The instructions are clear and distinct.  Best of all 
it is available as a free download at tinyurl.com/new-uv5r- 
booklet.  (Amateur Radio Newsline)

Attention Baoefeng UV54 Users!!!!

Amateur radio operators in the United States who live in developments where they want to keep their 
anonymity may soon find it hard if not impossible to do so.  This is because of proposed new rules on 
RF exposure from the FCC that would remove the blanket exemption that currently keeps hams from 
having to conduct RF radiation studies. 

Under the proposed new regulations, households 
where amateur stations operate should be consid-
ered to operate under occupational exposure stan-
dards.  According to the FCC, this could eventually 
require education for household members and the 
posting of signs warning of the possibility of expo-
sure
to RF. 

While not the law yet, more about the plans by the 
FCC to increase the scope of its overall RF expo-
sure standards in all areas of its oversight can be 
read in an article by noted author Scott Fybush and published in the trade publication Radio World.  
You can find it on-line at tinyurl.com/living-with-rf.  (Amateur Radio Newsline)
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That Final Item:  
The Age of Digital Detox 

And finally, if you have been spending far to 
much time in front of your computer screen, 
then a Pennsylvania hospital may be able to 
help you.  This as it becomes the first to offer 
an inpatient detox program for those addicted to 
the internet.  No we are not kidding as we hear 
from Amateur Radio Newsline’s Cheryl Lasek, 
K9BIK:- Bradford Regional Medical Center in 
Bradford, Pennsylvania will soon have a pro-
gram available to assist those whose lives have 
spiraled out of control because of their addiction 
to the World Wide Web. The program will offer a 
voluntary, 10-day in-patient treatment program 
that was created by experts in other, more 
traditional addictions like alcohol or drugs. 

In the hospital wing already occupied by 
patients with addictions of other sorts, groups of 
four internet addicts will take classes and take 
part in the sort of group therapy traditionally 
reserved for chemical and other dependencies. 

This program can also intervene with medica-
tion, if needed, to treat withdrawal symptoms 
and diagnose and treat the underlying issues 
that often accompany the web addiction prob-
lem. Only one catch.  The price tag of the pro-
gram could be prohibitive enough to keep all but 
the most desperate of internet addicts away.  A 
stay for this digital detox facility will cost around 
$14,000 and currently no insurance program 
will cover it.  So if you are a ham who may be 
addicted to web based contacts or just surfing 
the web night and day, it may pay to simply try 
limiting your time on the Internet and spending 
most of it using RF to make contacts on the air.

But before you do anything be sure to consult 
your physician for advice.  That’s because none 
of us are doctors nor do we play one on TV.

 For the Amateur Radio Newsline, I’m Cheryl 
Lasek, K9BIK, in Zion, Illinois.

All You Can Eat Breakfast Buffet 
Fundraiser 

Sunday October 27th, 2013 -- 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
 Corry VFW on Mead Ave. 

Price: Adults: $6 -- Children Under 12: $3
Benefits the Radio Amateur of Corry

Other Breakfast Buffet Fundraisers will be held Sunday Mar.16th, 2014 and May.18th, 2014.
This breakfast is dedicated in memory of Frances “Mac” McCray W3BZJ.

November Meeting Information 
Election of Officers for 2014 will take  

place at the November meeting
 

When: Tuesday November 5th

 Time: Doors open at 7:00 PM  
Meeting Starts at 7:30 P.M.   

Where: Corry Red Cross  

 
Please note that there will be  
no club meeting in December 

due to the Christmas party.   
 

More details about the party 
will be available soon at  
w3yxe.org and on the  
Thursday night net. 
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The Next Issue

Become a Member Today! 
Annual dues assessment is $10 per annum and $5 for each additional family member residing at same ad-
dress. Dues must accompany membership application. Dues are payable annually prior to January 1st.  
 
Dues can be paid online via  the club website or  sent to:  
Radio Amateurs of Corry,   PO Box 362,   Corry, PA 16407. 
* Required 

Name *_____________________________________________________Nickame__________________________________________
 
Call Sign____________________________________________________ License Class *     Technician      General   Advanced     Extra  
   
Address * _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # (Home) *______________________________ Phone # (Cell)_____________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address * ____________________________________________    ARRL Member *    No     Yes

ARRL Certified Instructor *   No     Yes      VE Certified *   (ARRL or W5YI)  No     Yes

Current Club Affiliations____________________________________________________________________________________________

Interests in Ham Radio ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Occupation * ______________________________________Birth Date ____________________________________________________

 

Club Contacts
President: Harold Cole KD3HAL

Vice President: Doug Sipple WA3HRH 

Treasurer: Pat Cooney KB3VZ 

Secretary: Jim Froncek KA3RDA 

Repeater Chair: Ron Prindle N3BXL 

Webmaster: Kyle Sipple KB3MNO 

Newsletter Editor: John Lis N3NKV

Club Mailing Address: 
Radio Amateurs of Corry
PO Box 362
Corry, PA 16507

The next issue of the  
Corry Connection will be 
coming out in January 
2013  

If you have any articles 
or pictures, please e-mail 
them to John Lis at  
jjlis165@gmail.com


