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Local ATV enthusiasts are thankful for local hams who donate their 
time to make Tour-De-Forest a success. 
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by John Lis N3NKV 

Tour-De-Forest is an ATV leisure ride through the scenic Allegh-
eny National Forest on designated forest roads and trails that 
are not usually open to ATV traffic. Tour-De-Forest has been the 
Marienville Volunteer Fire Company’s main fundraiser for over 
17 years now. With a low difficulty level and around 90 miles of 
roads and trails closed to other traffic, Tour-De-Forest is good 
for riders of all ages and experience levels to enjoy. This two-
day event is held semiannually on the third weekend of May 
and the first weekend in October so ATV enthusiasts have the 
opportunity to ride and experience the Allegheny National For-
est in both the spring and the fall.  Due to the size of the event, 
the Marienville Volunteer Fire Company asked the Fort Venango 
Mike and Key Club for assistance with communications.

I first became familiar with Tour-De-Forest when I was a student 
at Clarion University which is about a 45 minute drive from 
Marienville. I had always wanted to help out with the event
but always something came up in my schedule. The third 
weekend of May normally did not work, because it is Dayton 
Hamvention weekend. But this year I was not able to make it to 
Dayton so off to Tour-De-Forest I went. About fours years ago, 
my parents, brother, and I purchased a camp on 2 acres
about 8 miles from Tionesta. With having our camp, I had a place 
to stay that was close to the northwestern part of the Tour-De-
Forest course making it easier to volunteer.
Continued on Pg 2

Meeting Information 
When: Tuesday July 1st 

Time: 7:30 PM - Doors Open @ 7:00 PM 
Where: Corry Red Cross 



Tour-De-Forest continued 

Prior to making my final decision to help out for 
Tour-De-Forest, I called Ron K3MIY, a  member of 
the Fort Venango Mike and Key Club, that I got to 
know while living in Clarion. He had participated 
in this pubic service event for many years and 
provided me with information of his experiences at 
the event.  I got in touch with the coordinator for  
the event – Deb NV3B. She was so happy to have 
someone volunteer from up towards the North-
western part of the course. In our conversations, we 
talked about repeaters and such. She said that there 
would be some changes from last year in regards to 
repeaters. In years past, the repeater that was used 
was the 146.895 repeater located on a tower near 
the Marienville water tower. Unfortunately, the 
Forest County Commissioners would not allow the 
146.895 repeater antenna to be installed on the new 
tower that was erected at the end of 2013. She men-
tioned that the 147.075 in Vowinckle would be used 
but she was unsure of the coverage and simplex 
relays would be used as needed.  The Vowinckle 
repeater is 18 Miles away from the Northernmost 
point and the repeater is located is south of Marien-
ville. (See Map) Elevations along the course  
range from 1750 feet ASL to 1150 feet ASL. I 
mentioned to Deb that I can setup a portable repeater up at my camp if it would be helpful. She said go for it. 

On the evening before the event, KB3VJZ and I went mobile to test the coverage of the K3FRT portable repeater along 
Route 666 at Kellettville. The portable repeater was running 25 watts out.  Kellettville is 5 miles away from the K3FRT 
Forest Amateur Radio Team Headquarters (aka camp). The elevation of Kellettville is 1150 feet ASL. Kellettville is located 
along Tionesta Creek.  The elevation at camp is 1650 feet ASL. While we were out on the road, N3MLX was back at camp 
adjusting beam headings and audio levels. When KB3VJZ and I were at Kellettville, we could hear the K3FRT repeater 
about an S1-3. We moved the car to different spots to see if we could hit that hot spot and no luck. Due to an inconvenient 
hill to the north, with 75 watts out, we were barely keying up the repeater.  After that we assended back up Route 666 and 
headed back to camp, we were about 3 miles away on top of a hill before we were able to have a QSO with N3MLX with 
decent audio. The idea of using the K3FRT portable repeater was out. 

The Tour-De-Forest is an ATV poker race. KB3VJZ and I were assigned to prize stop two on Saturday. We had every type of 
weather imaginable. It was cold in the morning with sun followed by freezing rain with hail in the afternoon. The tempera-
ture that morning was a chilly 37 and it warmed up to a whopping 52 degrees. All of the ATV’s start out at Marienville and 
follow specific trails that the US Forest Service allows to be used just for the event. At our prize stop, we had an opportunity 
to meet with roughly 500 ATV riders. We brought along our pop up canopy and posted Amateur Radio Emergency Commu-
nications signs on N3NKV’s SUV and on the canopy. Plus, we also put up a 3-element beam. The original plan was to use it 
in case we could not get into the repeater. But due to high SWR, the plan got scraped. Luckily, I also had high gain 2 meter 
mag-mount antenna that worked beautifully. KB3VJZ and I decided to keep the 3 element beam up as an attention getter. It 
definitely got people’s attention as many people asked about it. This allowed us to explain what amateur radio is and how it 
works. 

In regards to communications issues, simplex was rarely used. We had one station who was marginal into the repeater and 
was relayed through the simplex frequency. He was located near the village of Mayburg along Tionesta Creek. This event 
was not your normal event where you sit in your car and just yak on the radio or just stand around with an HT and do noth-
ing. Many ATV enthusiast were stopping, not just for the prize stop but to warm up a bit or to take cover under our canopy 
from the rain/hail. This event is a great recruitment tool for getting people interested into ham radio.

        KB3VJZ tries to stay warm while waiting for ATVs. 
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The Vowinkle Repeater site is 6 miles southwest of Marienville 

From the repeater committee: 
There has been an increase in the amount of  times the “09” 
repeater is being “keyed up” (kerchunked) and those doing 
so are not ID’ing. This is just a friendly reminder that when-
ever you transmit, or key up a repeater, you are required to 
ID. If  you want to check to see if  you are “hitting” a repeater, 
by all means do so, but please ID. Kerchunking a repeater 
without ID’ing is frowned upon and is a violation of  FCC 
rules.
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News from the FCC

The FCC’s recently announced revisions to the Part 97 Ama-
teur Radio rules governing exam credit to former licensees, 
test administration, and emission types will go into effect 
on Monday, July 21. In a wide-ranging Report and Order 
(R&O) released June 9, the Commission announced that it 
would grant examination credit for written elements 3 (Gen-
eral) and 4 (Amateur Extra) to holders of “expired licenses 
that required passage of those elements.” The FCC will re-
quire former licensees falling outside the 2-year grace period 
to pass Element 2 (Technician) in order to be relicensed. The 
Commission declined to give exam credit to holders of ex-
pired Certificates of Successful Completion of Examination 
(CSCEs) or to extend lifetime validity to CSCEs.

The FCC also embraced the use of remote testing meth-
ods, allowing volunteer examiners and volunteer examiner 
coordinators “the option of administering examinations at 
locations remote from the VEs.” The National Conference 
of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC) in 2002 
endorsed experimental use of videoconferencing technology 

to conduct Amateur Radio testing in remote areas of Alaska. 
The Commission dropped its earlier proposal to permit two 
VEs to administer exams; the requirement remains at three 
VEs. The Commission did not spell out the “mechanics” of 
remote testing, however, which it said would “vary from lo-
cation to location and session to session.” VEs administering 
examinations remotely must grade such examinations “at the 
earliest practical opportunity,” rather than “immediately,” as 
the current rule for conventional exam sessions requires.

The FCC also adopted an ARRL proposal to authorize 
certain Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA) emissions 
in the Amateur Service. The Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau in 2013 granted an ARRL request for a tempo-
rary blanket waiver to permit radio amateurs to transmit 
emissions with designators FXD, FXE, and F7E, pending 
resolution of the rulemaking petition. That waiver becomes 
permanent on July 21.The Commission also made “certain 
minor, non-substantive amendments” and corrections to the 
Amateur Service rules. (ARRL)

VE Exam Report
 
The Radio Amateurs of Corry Laurel VEC team  
conducted a VE Exam at field day.

Congratulations go out to the following who 
passed their Technicial Class Examination! 
James Froncek Jr. 
Martha Kight
Sylvia Royek

Congratulations go out to the following who  
upgraded to General Class!  
Chuck Kanaar KC3CLT
John Kight KC3CLW
Matt Royek KC3BGA 
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Field Day 2014 Photos

Jafa KB3VJZ made this edible Icom 2 meter mobile 
and Astron Power Supply cake .

Erie County ARES/RACES Coordinator Dave  
WX3E enjoys a piece of the Astron Power Supply  
cake. 

This will be a field day that Jimmy Froncek will never 
forget.  He passed his Tech exam at the VE exam.  

Regis WA3WTJ (R) and Lenny N3XSR (R) stop 
by to visit Pat KB3VZ (Center) who is operating 40 
meters.

For more pictures from Field Day 2014, please visit the  
RAC Facbook site at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/w3yxe/
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The Next Issue

Become a Member Today! 
Annual dues assessment is $10 per annum and $5 for each additional family member residing at same 
address. Dues must accompany membership application. Dues are payable annually prior to January 
1st.  
 
Dues can be paid online via  the club website or sent to:  
Radio Amateurs of Corry,   PO Box 362,   Corry, PA 16407. 
* Required 

Name *___________________________________________Nickname__________________________
 
Call Sign________________________ License Class *     Technician   General   Advanced     Extra  
   
Address * _________________________________________________________________________

Phone # (Home) *______________________________ Phone # (Cell)__________________________
_ 
Email Address * ____________________________________________   ARRL Member *    No     Yes

ARRL Certified Instructor *   No     Yes                       VE Certified *   (ARRL or W5YI)  No     Yes

Current Club Affiliations:____________________________________________________________________

Interests in Ham Radio _______________________________________________________________

Occupation * ______________________________________Birth Date ________________________

 

Club Contacts
President: Harold Cole KD3HAL

Vice President: Doug Sipple WA3HRH 

Treasurer: Jafa Armagost KB3VJZ

Secretary: Jim Froncek KA3RDA 

Repeater Chair: Ron Prindle N3BXL 

Webmaster: Kyle Sipple KB3MNO 

Newsletter Editor: John Lis N3NKV

Club Mailing Address: 
Radio Amateurs of Corry
PO Box 362
Corry, PA 16507

The next issue of the  
Corry Connection will be 
coming out in November 
2014  

If you have any articles 
or pictures, please e-mail 
them to John Lis at  
jjlis165@gmail.com




