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W3BZJ, MAC’S NEW RADIO SHACK 
 
When you hear the experienced voice of Mac 
W3BZJ on the air these days there is a noticeable 
sound of pride in his transmissions as he enjoys 
the use of his new downstairs radio shack.  The 
new shack and the move downstairs has been 
planned for several months but when his quad 
antenna took a direct lighting hit on August 26th 
2001 during a bad thunderstorm. Several pieces 
of ham radio equipment including his Kenwood 
HF transceiver and 2-meter rig along with various 
accessories were rendered unusable.  His 
computer also was damaged during the strike.  
Jerry W3GHO and Leonard WB3AYW climbed up 
and repaired the quad.  The HF rig and 2-meter 
rig and accessories were taken to the repair shop 
of Fred N2LXD as soon as the insurance gave the 
green light. Bob WA3HDK loaned Mac a power 
supply, Arnold loaned him a HF rig and Jerry 
W3GHO provided a 2-meter base rig. Mac was 
now back on the air in short order but the steps to 
the 2nd floor shack were getting steeper each trip 
and Agnes, (the boss) his xyl, agreed that he 
could share the hobby room on the first floor. 

 
W3GHO Photo 

Jerry W3GHO and Son Larry carried two four 
drawer filing cabinets in from the old W3BZJ 
shack in the barn and Bob WA3HDK and Mac 
went on a material run to the lumber yard. Bob 

then cut and assembled the new desktop and 
console from ¾ inch plywood and delivered his 
masterpiece to the new first floor shack. The 
equipment was carried down as assembly 
progressed over the next few days and Bob 
WA3HDK spent several hours behind the console 
neatly wiring it all together assisted by Jerry 
W3GHO.  A heavy number 8 ground wire was 
installed which completed the project enough to 
put Mac back on the air.  There are still some 
small problems to be worked out and it appears 
that the rotor for his 2-meter beam was a casualty 
too, and now refuses to turn the antenna.  He is 
now preparing to get back on the digital modes 
with his Packratt 232 TNC and his new ICOM 2 
meter rig.  If you happen to be in the Elgin area, 
stop in he will be very happy to show you the new 
shack and even let you sit in the new office chair 
that Santa Claus brought him. . 
 
Thanks to the insurance he had in place at the 
time of the strike, Mac was able to get his 
updated station back on the air.  Have you 
reviewed your insurance coverage lately? 

--Jerry, W3GHO 
_______________________________________ 
 

MEN FROM MARS 
 
The MARS column will be a short one this time 
and hopefully there will be more news to pass 
along the next time.  Plans are being made for the 
annual MARS Conference to be held this year at 
Fort Indiantown Gap, PA which is near 
Harrisburg.  The date is Friday May 3rd and 
Saturday May 4th.  Several of the members from 
NW PA are planning to attend.  The conference 
will be a time to meet our new Emergency Officer 
who has a disaster plan already in place for 
communication that supports the US Army 
mission and others such as the National Guard 
and Red Cross.  Also there is going to be a lot 
information on the role MARS will play in the 
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Home front defense program that our former PA 
Governor Tom Ridge heads up in Washington. 
 
I am happy to report there is a new MARS 
member in NW PA he is Robert Platz KB3GYR, 
his MARS call is AAT3GP and he live at 1411 
Sumner Drive, Erie.  
Bob is a recycled MARS operator having 
belonged to Army MARS in the early 1960’s so he 
has came up to speed rather quickly. He is taking 
Net Control duties and getting right into the digital 
modes--HF packet and AMTOR with rebuilt PK-
232, Welcome aboard Bob. 
 
Another one of the Local MARS members has 
been busy rebuilding a UHF repeater for use in 
the Scranton area. Doug KB3BZJ/AAR3IR from 
the Pleasantville area has been quite busy with 
this project and with addition of the duplexer cans 
last week now has the repeater ready for service. 
Doug also completed his own antenna project just 
in time for the winter weather by erecting a 50-
foot tower and all band square wire antenna, 
which really does a good job on the MARS 
frequencies outside of the Amateur bands.  Army 
MARS, Proud, Professional and Ready. 

--Jerry, AAR3GF/W3GHO 
 

INTERESTING PLACES TO VISIT. 
 

Meteor Scatter  http://www.qsl.net/dk3xt 
 
Gladiator Verticals.   
http:// www.primenet.com/~bmyers 160m and 80m 
verticals used for the VK0IR Heard Island DXpedition  
 
PA3CQR’s Grayline Program   
http://www. iri.tudelft.nl/~geurink/grayline.htm 
Software that will calculate sunrise/sunset at your qth:   
 
Tips and Techniques for Low Band Dxing 
http://www.arrl.org.catalog/f-antennas.phtml#4661 
John Devoldere's book on 160/80/40 dxing. Probably 
the most definitive book ever published on low band 
dxing.   
 
Dxing on the Edge Jeff Briggs 
 http://www.arrl.org/ catalog/6354  K1ZM's book 
about Dxing the Top band 160m.   
 
http://www.nutrition.gov/home/indes.php3  
http://www.k1dwu.net/ham-links/ 
http://ac6v.com/index.htm 
http://www.alinco.com 
http://www.epeervoices.com/index.html 

--Submitted by Bob, K3HWL 

RADIO AMATEURS OF CORRY 
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 2001 
 
(There was no Club meeting in December, therefore, 
there is no minutes to print.) 
____________________________________________ 
 

RADIO AMATEURS OF CORRY 
MINUTES 

8 January 2002 
 

An informal meeting was held at 7:30PM when a 
check of the sign-in sheet showed that only 8 members 
were present and the by-laws state that 10 members 
constitute a quorum. 
 
The minutes of the November meeting were read for 
information only. 
 
There was a discussion concerning linking the 2 meter 
and 440 repeaters together for use during an 
emergency. 
 
Mike N3GCY gave a financial report and took receipt 
of a $ 50.00 dollar donation from Frank KE3PD for 
use of electric power for his 220 Mhz repeater he also 
received dues money for 2002. 
 
Committee reports: 
Dan KB3EMH’s report was given by Ralph N3LXG 
and in it, he stated that he was pleased with the help 
and the addition to the club treasury for the November 
breakfast at the VFW. 
 
Norma W3CG reported on the successful Christmas 
party for 2001, she also reported that information was 
needed from club historical records before the final 
recommendation  for the by-law amendments could be 
made. Norma was to take the file case home to do the 
research. 
 
Leonard, WB3AYW, reported that he thought the next 
VFW breakfast was the 2nd Sunday of February 2002 
and first Sunday of April.  Jerry, W3GHO will check 
with the VFW Club manager and report back post 
haste. 
Note: This was done and dates are February 10th and 
April 7th. 
 
There was a discussion about some of the proposed 
changes of the club by-laws. The committee members 
present took notice of the requests. 

http://www.arrl.org/catalog/6354
http://www.arrl.org/
http://www.k1dwu.net/ham-links/
http://ac6v.com/index.htm
http://www.alinco.com/
http://www.epeervoices.com/index.html


 
President Ralph N3LXG reported that the program for 
February would be Duane Buchweitz N2LRE from 
Chautauqua County RACES. 
 

--Jerry, W3GHO, Secretary 
Radio Amateurs of Corry 

____________________________________________ 
 

RADIO AMATEURS OF CORRY 
MINUTES  

FEBRUARY 12 2002 
 

President Ralph N3LXG changed the order of the 
Meeting in order to introduce N2LRE Duane 
Buchweitz Chautauqua County NY RACES Radio 
Officer and Jan and Doug who were members of his 
team as Ass’t Radio Officers who then gave an 
interesting program on the emergency communications 
readiness using a VHF packet system covering all of 
the county along with voice communication. There 
were several questions from the floor and Duane had 
several handouts for the members present. 
 
Refreshments were then served before the guests 
departed. 
 
President Ralph then noted that we had only 8 
members present and therefore no business 
could be conducted because of lack of quorum so 
he proceeded to hold an informal informational 
meeting. 
 
A review of the Club calendar showed that the 
next Club breakfast at the Corry VFW would be 
on Sunday April 7, 2002, Field Days on June 22 
and 23 and the annual picnic on Saturday June 
15th. 
 
Vice President Dan KB3EMH gave a report on the 
Breakfast held on February 10th and turned in to 
the secretary a check for the proceeds. Treasurer 
Mike N3GCY was absent. 
Leonard WB3AYW reported the dates for 
breakfast next year were February 23, 2003 and 
May 18, 2003. 
 
Jim WT3O gave the repeater committee report 
indicating both repeaters were working just fine 
but the battery capacity was down to about one 
half hour if the power goes off and he 
recommends they be replaced with new batteries 
very soon.  Jim will get quote on new golf cart 

type deep cycle batteries and report back at the 
next meeting. 
 
President Ralph asked members present how we 
could get better attendance at club meetings.  Jim 
WT3O suggested a large increase would occur by 
changing the meeting night to the first Tuesday of 
the month. 
 
W3GHO Secretary was instructed to check with 
the Red Cross director to ascertain if the building 
was being used on the first Tuesday and report to 
the President for a possible change next month. 
 
The informal session then ended at 9:00 PM. 

Jerry W3GHO, Secretary 
____________________________________________ 
 
A loud buzzing noise being heard in the 
international shortwave band is apparently a new 
RADAR system used to measure wave height.  
According to Mark Fine, the system is located at 
Barnegat Bay New Jersey and transmits a one 
megahertz wide signal in varying five megahertz 
wide segments.    
_______________________________________________ 
 

FOR SALE 
 
1. Icom Station - IC-735 Transvr, AT-150 Auto Ant. 
Tuner, and PS-55 20Amp PS - Asking $750.  2. Radio 
Shack 2Mtr Transvr.HTX-242 - $125  3. Radio 
Shack 10 Amp PS. (new) - $50  4. Icom DSP Module 
for IC-706MKII, IC-910H, IC-718 and PCR-1000 - 
$125   TNX - Hal, WD4OOX - Telephone. 814-664-
4233 
____________________________________________ 
 

 
K3SBU is enjoying the fresh produce available near 
his Edgewater, FL winter home. 



QSL 2002 
 
The QSL card has been part of armature radio since it's 
earliest days.  To QSL is to send a confirmation of 
contact between two radio stations, be it across town or 
around the world. The earliest form of QSL that I 
remember seeing was a collection of penny postcards 
from railroad telegraph operators pinned in the wall in 
my neighbors workshop. He was a railroad telegrapher 
at the MS tower in Corry, PA.  He is also the person 
who taught me the Morse code.  Railroad telegraph 
operators would send complimentary post cards to 
other stations they had exchanged traffic with.  I 
remember such call signs as MS, EY, WA, and QG on 
my neighbor’s wall.  The railroad telegrapher is history 
now but the exchange of cards between stations lives 
on between radio stations.  Many of us enjoy receiving 
post cards in the mail and re-living a good QSO as we 
read them.  I for one have thousands of QSL cards 
mounted in photo albums.  I look through them now 
and then and it is surprising how after years you 
remember chatting with the person who sent the card.  
For instance, I have a card from November, 1954 from 
DL4XH.  DL4XH was a 7-year-old girl in Rostock 
Germany who sent CW at a speed and precision that I 
will never forget. Her name was Thurmgard Dudek.  
Here is another card from Cecil in Capetown South 
Africa. Cecil is a retired traffic cop. He and his wife 
have three daughters and they like to tour the country 
in their motor home.  I have worked Cecil several 
times but haven’t heard from him in about five years 
now.  Yes, there are a lot of memories tied up in these 
cards. 
 
Each amateur purchases or designs a QSL card that 
they think says something about themselves, their 
station, or their country. I grew up with the railroads so 
my card has a picture of a classic steam engine built in 
my hometown.  Some cards include Photographs, some 

cartoons, some fancy artwork. The Idea is to be 
different than the next guy.  Remember, collectors 
don't want all their cards to look the same.  A 
distinctively different card will get you a good looking 
card in return. 
 
The next thing to do is get our cards printed. There are 
a number of companies that specialize in printing QSL 
cards.  Printing rates average $50.00 for 500 cards and 
$100.00 for 1000. I have found that commercial houses 
such as PIP printing do an excellent job and their 
prices are about the same.  
 
Now we have to send them to the people we work on 
the air.  Most amateurs QSL 100%.  This can be a real 
chore if you are an active operator, not to mention the 
expense.  But there are ways around these problems.  I 
use a computerized logging program that prints labels 
containing the report information that can be stuck on 
the QSL card.  This saves writing the info.  The 
programs I use also look up the address if the recipient 
and print an address label that can be placed on the 
front of an envelope if I am sending the card via mail.  
Two programs I use are LOG-EQF by N3EQF and 
LOGGER by W4CY.  Both programs will run on an 
older computer and save a lot of writing.   
 
Almost all of my DX QSL cards are handled VIA the 
ARRL outgoing and incoming QSL services.  If you 
work even a modest amount of DX the savings will 
quickly pay for your annual subscription to QST 
magazine.  I mail my cards 30 at a time to the ARRL 
outgoing QSL service in Newington, CT. The cost is 
$6.00 per pound, which is approximately 150 cards. I 
send mine at a rate of  $3.00 for 30 cards as I work 
about 30 DX stations a month. You can imagine what 
the cost would be if I sent them airmail.  Instructions 
for the ARRL QSL bureau may be found At 
www.arrl.net or you can pick up a free copy at the 
ARRL table at the next hamfest. 
 
With the coming of the new millennium, there has 
came a new way to QSL.  It is VIA the internet.  I 
receive as many as ten cards a month via the Internet.  
Yes, I said cards.  Many amateurs are designing 
electronic QSL cards on internet services.  If the 
recipient has a computer running windows and an ink 
jet printer he or she can print out a received card on 
medium weight coated paper that is hard to tell from a 
commercial job. The paper I use is Great White 
Imaging & Photo paper, which is a matte finish ultra 
white 37 lb paper that can be purchased at Wal-Mart, 
Office Max or Staples. Electronic QSL's are rapidly 



becoming popular in Europe and the Middle East.  
Since the Boom in US postage rates, the use in the 
United States has quadrupled in the last few months. 
Let's face it. There is a big difference between 34 cents 
postage and a nickel for a sheet of paper and a little 
printer ink. The first service to offer electronic QSL's 
was "eQSL". You can find them at www.eqsl.cc on the 
internet. 

--Bob, K3CKO 
____________________________________________ 
 
FCC REDESIGNS AMATEUR SERVICE WEB SITE 
 
The FCC has redesigned its Amateur Radio 
Service Web site and changed theURL 
<http://wireless.fcc.gov/services/amateur/>. The 
new layout makes it easier to find information on 
topics most requested by amateurs, including 
licensing, amateur exams, filing an application, 
changing an address or using the Universal 
Licensing System (ULS). The refurbished site 
also provides links to recent Amateur Radio-
related news from the FCC. 
 
"The new design is a part of the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau's continuing effort to 
meet the needs of the Amateur Radio Service 
operators as identified in focus groups, letters, 
phone calls, and e-mails," the FCC said in a news 
release. 
 

The new design clusters FCC public notices, 
news releases, and other official documents 
affecting Amateur Radio operators on the right 
side of the page. On the left side of the page, the 
new navigation scheme displays information on 
the Amateur Radio Service, the sequential call 
sign system, licensing and vanity call signs as 
well as amateur-related communications policies 
such as reciprocal agreements. The site also 
offers links to information on the limited federal 
preemption known as PRB-1, the Part 97 
Amateur Service rules and the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureau and ULS sites.  The 
site, launched on February 20, includes a search 
engine for the entire FCC Web site 
<http://www.fcc.gov>. Direct questions or 
comments concerning the FCC's Amateur Radio 
Service Web site to Bobby Brown, 
babrown@fcc.gov, or Jennifer Bush, 
jbush@fcc.gov. For information concerning the 
Amateur Radio Service, contact Bill Cross, 
bcross@fcc.gov; 202-418-0680 

--N3LLR Listserver 

INTERESTING WEB SITES 
 
Topo Maps 
http://www.topozone.com/find.asp 
 
Warren Amateur Radio Association Home Page  
http://www.onecom.net/wara/ 
 
K6XC Radio Home Page 
http://home.earthlink.net/~rluttringer/ 
 
Contesting On Line Articles 
http://www.contesting.com/articles/190 
 
The Nittany Radio Club Welcome Page 
http://www.qsl.net/narc/index.html 
 
Ham Radio Internet Gguide 
http://www.dxzone.com/ 
 
QRZ Ham Database 
http://www.qrz.com/files.html 
 
Amateur Radio Newsline 
http://www.arnewsline.org/ 
 
Radio Amateurs of Canada 
http://www.rac.ca/index.htm 
 
Radio Society of Great Britain 
http://www.rsgb.org/ 
 
Radio Netherlands 
http://www.rnw.nl/cgi-bin/home/enhome.pl 
 
http://www.k1dwu.net  
http://www.delphion.com  

--From Bob, K3HWL 
_______________________________________ 
 

 
Left to Right----Dick Shreve (W3PIX),  Laddy Sajor 
(W2KGV) Fort Pierce,Flo., George Shreve (KA4JKY) Port 
Charlotte, Flo., W3KHQ ( Harold Bolkey) Fairveiw, Pa., Tom 
Hawes (WA3PRC, Port Charlotte, Flo -EX-Erieite, Bob 
Dziubkowski (K3SBU)  All are people who check in to the 
Fort Pierce Connection at 14.340 Daily.          –Bob, K3SBU 
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Prez Sez 
 
The weather is starting give us a much appreciated 
preview of Spring. The official first day of Spring is 
this month. Spring is the time of rebirth, a time of 
rejuvenation, a time when growing starts again. This 
Spring is a time for our club to start to grow too. 
 
At our February club meeting during a discussion of 
how we could increase our attendance it was suggested 
that we move the club meeting night to the first 
Tuesday of the month to avoid conflicts with other 
radio clubs in the area. It was decided to try moving 
the meeting night on a trial basis and the March 
meeting was moved to the first Tuesday, 5 March 
2002. 
 
At the March meeting there was a slight increase in 
attendance, an increase of one, and it is my 
understanding that the increase was not a result of 
moving the meeting night, in fact there was one 
member that regularly attends on the second Tuesday 
that has a conflict on the first Tuesday. It was decided 
to give it another trial in April so the April meeting 
was scheduled for 2 April 2002--the first Tuesday. 
Additionally it was decided that we would 
communicate that change to all our members. 
 
At the April meeting we plan to reevaluate the meeting 
night issue and make decision for the May meeting. 
The most effective way to vote for the first Tuesday is 
by your attendance. If you can’t attend on the first 
Tuesday, please let us know. 
 
As a club we can accomplish any thing we really want 
to do if we will work together and support each other. 
What are your ideas, what do you want to do, how can 
we help each other, come to the club meeting and see 
what can happen.  
 
Let us rejoice together in the things of Spring.  73’s 

--Ralph, N3LXG 
 

LOST: 
A copy of the latest official by-laws, thought to be 
the 1969 version, that are signed by the club 
officers. If found please contact President, Ralph 
Miller.  Thanks. 
 
 
 
 
 

VFW BREAKFAST 
 
The semi-annual fundraising breakfast was held this 
past February 10th.  Chairman Dan, KB3EMH reports 
that the crowd was a little smaller this time, probably 
due to the inclement weather.  Proceeds were down 
slightly.  An adequate cadre of our members consisted 
of:  Leonard, WB3AYW;  Norma, W3CG;  Rob, 
N3OCL;  Lee, WA3HJC;  Hal, WD4OOX;  Joanne, 
N3WNS;  Arnold, N3UBZ;  Debbie, N2MQ and Jerry, 
KC2AUS.   

 
Some of the help at the VFW Breakfast included (left-to-right) Rob, 
N3OCL;  Lee, WA3HJC and Norma, W3CG.  (Photo By N3OCL) 
 
The semi-annual fundraiser breakfast is a significant 
part of our income.  The next one is scheduled for 
April 7th.  We always need help for these breakfasts.  
The day is broken into two shifts—6:30 a.m. to 9:00 
a.m. and 9:00 a.m. to 11:30.  The first shift starts the 
food and sets up the serving line.  Two people prepare 
the French Toast and pancakes and the scrambled eggs.  
One person tends the serving line and another does 
toast and serves as gopher.  Of course someone needs 
to make the coffee and look after the sausage gravy 
and biscuits.  So, you see, There is a need for half a 
dozen workers on each shift.  The second shift 
continues the food preparation and cleans up at the end 
of the morning.  Cleanup chores consist of policing the 
dining room, cleaning all pots, pans and utensils used 
during the morning.  The serving line must be drained, 
cleaned and put away.  It’s not hard work, really. 
 
These breakfasts keep our dues at the incredible 
amount of $5.  Won’t you consider helping out our 
team next April the 7th?  Call Leonard at 438-7199 to 
volunteer.   

--Bob, WA3HDK 
 
From: "Joe Lis" <n3mlx@adelphia.net> 



Ripley Hamfest 
Sunday April 28th 2002  

8 am to 1 pm 
Ripley "Believe it or Not", NY Fire Hall  

Route 76 South in Ripley just south of the traffic light 
$3.00 Admission  

 
Tables: $2.00 per table or 3 tables for $5.00 - Chairs 
are Provided  Talk In 146.58 Simplex  For more info:  
N3MLX - Joe Lis 814-825-5565 e-mail: n3mlx 
@velocity.net OR N2LXD - Fred Krause 716-736-
4688  e-mail: emily2@cecomet.net.  On the Web at 
http://ripleyhamfest.tripod.com 

--John, N3MKV 
 

 
ANNUAL BOY SCOUT RED AND 

WHITE BANQUET 
 

This years Annual Troop 79 Boy Scout Red and White 
banquet was held on Thursday February 21st with Bob 
WA3HDK and Jerry W3GHO invited as guests 
representing the Radio Amateurs of Corry. There was a 
large number of Scouts, parents, and guests in 
attendance.  The food was prepared by Scout family 
members and volunteers, and was quite good.  A 
father-and-son desert contest was held.  The parent and 
scout work as a team to prepare a desert dish with 
judging by a trained team of experienced tasters.   
 
Awards were given to the Scouts for merit badges 
earned and one on young man who was congratulated 
for becoming a new Eagle Scout.  Bob and Jerry were 
honored with a Jamboree-on-the-air shoulder patch and 
a scout walking stick.  Other guests were honored for 
providing property for campouts, bus rides and fire 
department training. 
 
The Jamboree on the Air, a high light of the annual 
campout, was held on October 20, 2001.  Although we 
only operated one day of the JOTA event, the scouts 
were happy to talk to other scouts who were operating 
the same event 

--Jerry, W3GHO 
 

 

                                        
2001 JOTA Shoulder Patch 

 
Photo shows part way thru erection of  antenna at Bill’s 
(KL7KI) place last spring.  It’s the biggest antenna we ever 
erected—and he has a bigger one!  Shown on the roof are 
Arnold, N3UBZ and Bill, KL7KI.  Jerry, W3GHO on the 
tower.  Photo by Bob, WA3HDK. 
 

 
Doug, KB3BZJ in his ham shack.  Photo by Jerry, W3GHO 

 

 
OFFICERS RETAINED FOR ANOTHER YEAR. 

L.-R:  Mike, N3GCY; Jerry, W3GHO; Dan, KB3EMH and 
Ralph, N3LXG. 

mailto:emily2@cecomet.net


 
 
 
The RADIO AMATEURS OF CORRY 

   P. O. Box 362 
   Corry, PA  16407 
 
This newsletter is published quarterly 
 

 Editor,  Robert E. Bair, W3HDK (739-2206) 
 Editor, John Lis, N3NVK (825-5565) 
 Staff: Jerry Owens, W3GHO 
   
 

 Submit material for the next issue on/or 
 before NOVEMBER 15 .  Next issue is December 1 
 
<<<<<E-mail articles to hdk@erie.net>>>>> 
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Treasurer, Mike Dziubkowski N3GCY (664-7189) 
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